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EDUCATION FOR ALL; Opportunities and Challenges

In 2001the United Nationslaundhed a series of goals to raise the standad of living for
millionsof people across the globebefore the year 2015. These were declared the Millennium
Development Gods. Achieving primary education for all was oneof thefirst gods listed.
Specificaly, thetarge set was that boysand girls aike will have the oppotunity to complete
primary school by 2015.

Eduction and Oppottunity: Cognitive neuroscience shows tha early childhoodis acritica
period for the acquisition of cognitive skills. Such findingsundelinethe need for adequéae
stimulation of younge children, notably early childhoodcare and education programs. In
addition primary education sites act as afavorable context for nutrition and hedlth intervention.
Throughoutther research, development economists have shown tha parentsOeducation and
literacy trandates into healthier lives, reduced fertility and children who are less disease prone
Women@income will be10-20%for every year of school completed. An extrayear of woman®@
education has been shown to reduce therisk tha her children will dieininfancy by 5-10% A
child bom to aliterate mother is 50% more likely to survive passtheageof 5 years. Seven
million cases of HIV/AIDS could be prevented in the next decadeif every child received an
education.

TheChdlenge Some progress has been made, butwe are quite aways away from making this
god aredlity. Progress towardsthis god has accelerated since 1999with theglobd primary net
enrolment ratio inareasing from 83%in 1999to 87% in 2005 thisis an inaease of 41 million
students. 100countiesin the Globd South have also achieved gende parity in primary
educationaswell. However, 72 million primary school age children remain out of school. Seven
out of ten of these children live in sub-Saharan Africa or South and West Asia. Thequdity of
schooling and levels of learning achievement remain major issues everywhere.

| Somefacts:

¥ More than 18 million extrateachers will beneeded over thenext decadeto provide every
child with qudity primary education. It is estimated that sub-Saharan Africawill need an
in flow of 4 millionteachersin order to maintain and achieve universal primary education
(UPE) by 2015 Thisindudes 1.6 million new teaching pods that will need to becreated.

¥ More than haf of theworld@ out-of-school children are girls, and seven outof ten livein
sub-Saharan Africa or South/West Asia. Mog of these girls end up taking care of sick
family members whomare infected with HIV/AIDS.

¥ Theimpact of HIV/AIDS could add an additiond $1 billionto theannud bill for achieving
universal primary education dueto the cods of prevention education for theregion.
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HOPE NEVER DIES!

Accessto and paticipaionin primary eduction have sharply increased since the World
Education Forumin Dakar 2000(which outlined a plan of action for achieving the Universal
Primary Education aspect of the Millennium Development Gods). Thenumber of out-of-school
children dropped from 96 million to 72 million between 1999and 2005. Mog regionsare close
to reaching universal primary eduction. Inthethreeregionstha are nat Bthe Arab States, sub-
Saharan Africa, and South/West Asia b subdantial inareases in enrollment ratios have taken
place in many counties. Recent progress in getting children into school has benefited girlsin
particular, with 95 girlsin school for every 100boys (2005)compared to 92in 1999

Yet obdaclesremain.. . .
SOME CHALLENGES HINDERING ACCESS TO EDUCATION

1.Cog - Theeducation of children is codly for paents. Cods can indude tuitionfees, PTA
fees, uniforms, textbooks teachersCfees, school congruction and transportation.

2.Failureto complete primary schooling -. Many children drop out before they complete
thar primary schooling (sub-Saharan Africa has less than two thirdsof pupils reach the
last gradein themajority of countries).

3.Poor quality education - Retention and completion rates often reflect the state of learning
achievement. To achieve UPE in such cases, it is necessary to improvethe qudity of
primary education and to expand access to seconday education.

4.HIV and AIDS - Theprevalence of HIV and AIDS, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, is
affecting children both at home and at school. Educationis probably thesingle mog
effective way of preventing thefurther spread of HIV. Facts abouthow youngpeople can
protect themselves are increasingly beng integrated into school curricula

MUCH CAN BE DONE - Nationd legidation pending tha would greatly ater thisissue
Education for All Act of 2007- to ersure thatthe U.S. providesthe resourcesand leacdkrship to
ersure a successful intermational effort to provide all childrenwith a quality basc educaton.
How? B1 billion dollarsof funding for 2007 the actwill be:

¥ Eliminating school feesand expanding access to education

¥ Training teacters and building infrastructure.

¥ Identifying and redicaing successful intervertions thatimprove the quality of educaton such as

school lunch and school health programs.
¥ Promating civic educaion and life skills training.
¥  Supporting initiativesthat reachthe most disadvartaged populations.

Contact your local Senator and Congress Repr esentative and urgethem to
support this act!

To get thetools necessary to be an effective catalyst for the Education for All
campagn check out these organizationswebsgtes; www.results.orqg,
www.globdactionforchildren.org/, www.campagnforeducationus.org/,
www.fasttrackinitiative.org/, and www.aidemocracy.org.
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